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Dear Esteemed Faculty, Staff, Students, and Alumni of Ananda Mohan College,
It is with great pride and profound gratitude that I address you as the newly appointed
President of the Governing Body of this venerable institution. As we stand at the threshold
of another year, I reflect on the rich legacy of excellence that Ananda Mohan College has
cultivated over several decades. It is a place where knowledge meets wisdom, where tradition
merges with innovation, and where each individual’s potential is nurtured to its fullest.

Message From the

President’s Desk

Our college strives to be a beacon of academic brilliance, intellectual curiosity, and
holistic development. The pages of this annual magazine offer a beautiful canvas to celebrate
our collective achievements — whether they are academic, cultural, or personal milestones
that each of you has reached. It is heartening to see how Ananda Mohan College continues
to inspire and empower its students, faculty, and staff, creating a nurturing environment
where ideas flourish and dreams take root.

In my tenure as President, I am committed to furthering the college’s mission of fostering
an atmosphere of learning that transcends traditional boundaries. With the support of the
dedicated faculty, staff, and students, we will continue to focus on enhancing academic
infrastructure, promoting research, and nurturing a sense of social responsibility. Together,
we will work tirelessly to ensure that Ananda Mohan College remains a place of academic
distinction and a catalyst for positive change in our community.

As we celebrate the achievements of the past year, let us also look forward to the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. I urge each of you — students, faculty, staff and
alumni — to continue to uphold the values of integrity, compassion, and perseverance that
have always defined the spirit of Ananda Mohan College. Let us strive, as always, to build
a future that reflects the very best of who we are, while honoring the legacy of those who
have walked this path before us.

I look forward to working alongside each one of you to make Ananda Mohan College
an even greater institution in the years to come.

Warm Regards & Best Wishes,
Dr. Dipra Bhattacharya

President, Governing Body
Ananda Mohan College
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English Articles

The Symphony of Learning — Dr. Dipra Bhattacharya
Closely Betray — Sohini Roy

The Legacy of Ananda Mohan College — Supriyo Saha
Growing Up — Rashi Chatterjee

Shine — Sohini Roy

An Essay on Equality — Dr. Dibyajyoti Ghosh

Some of the oldest zoos in India — Dr. Pallab Ray

Reflections on Why and How the Best Teachers are the ‘Best’ ?
— Dr. Priyatosh Dutta

Artificial Intelligence : A Game Changer for College Graduates and
Their Employability — Dr. Dipra Bhattacharya
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Learning

Dr. Dipra Bhattacharya
(GB President)

Physics explores the universe,
forces in play,

Chemistry mixes elements
in a magical way.
Mathematics counts the numbers,
vast and wide,

Bio-science decodes life,
with nature as guide.
Economics tracks the flow
of wealth and trade,
Accountancy keeps balance,
profits made.

Commerce drives the market,
businesses grow,

English Literature helps

the soul to glow.

Bengali Literature weaves
stories old and true,

History unfolds the past

for me and you.

Geography maps the world
in all its grace,

Political Science shows the
power we embrace.

For the subjects still left,

so much more or learn,
Their lessons await,

their knowledge to earn.

So dear students,

with each subject you find,
Your mind will expand,

and wisdom unwind.

‘

3

Sohini Roy
Sem-3, English Major

She said we are close,

| believe we are close

She talks less | speak more...
But | thought that we are close.

| was too sweet to be her close one,

And she was little clever to pretend as close
one.

Yes | love her,

She loves me too but in a mature way;
Where there was no love after ignorance.

She was the sweetest knife,

| ever seen in my life,

But my rest of life is on my track.
After being betrayed by my dear she.

In beginning she gave me solution,

She makes me stand on that solution,

She made me believe, she was the dearest one;
But after standing on her solution,

She made me cry in front of my reflection,

And she was not anywhere !

She was enjoying her life,

| am happy for her.

But there is a word comes “but” ....

Where are you ? You said and | believe we were
the closest one ...

At last | lost everyone.

Going to lost myself too

But | took a promise from myself;
She betrayed but | don't,

There is always a rainbow after a

thunderstorm .....
. At R L R
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The Legacy of Ananda Mohan College

Supriyo Saha
Sem-1, Physiology Major

In the heart of the city, a college stood tall,
Ananda Mohan, a name that echoed through all,
A place of learning, where minds grew bright,

A beacon of hope, in the dark of night.

Founded by a visionary, with a dream in his eyes,
To educate and empower, the young and wise,
Ananda Mohan College, a legacy began,

A journey of knowledge, for the heart and hand.

Through corridors of time, generations passed,

Students learned, grew, and forever last,

In classrooms, labs, and libraries, they found,

The tools to shape their futures, and make their marks profound.

Professors guided, with expertise and care,
Mentoring minds, and helping them share,

Their passions, ideas, and creativity,

In a nurturing environment, where they could be free.

From science to arts, and every field in between,
Ananda Mohan College, a holistic education was seen,
Preparing students, for life’s challenges ahead,

And inspiring them, to make a positive impact, instead.

Years went by, and the college grew,
A reputation built, for excellence a new,
Alumni succeeded, in their back, with grateful hearts.

Today, Ananda Mohan College stands proud,
A testament to the power of education allowed,
A legacy of learning, that continues to thrive,
Inspiring generations, to strive and survive.
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Rashi Chatterjee
Sem-1, English Major

Growing up is realising

Angels aren’t real and so are not unicorns.

Stars don’t grant wish, and Some dreams do get torn.
Like not everyone get their “happily ever after”,

And life is not only about laughter.

From losing a toy as a child,

To losing people on the way.

The kid who was scared of dark,
Now looking for it even during day.
She calls it her comfort place.

Growing up is

Learning to balance joy and strife,
Facing the changing season of life. Shine
Not the loss of innocence,

But finding light in life’s defense. Sohini Roy

Sem-3, English Major

All the stars shine bright at night

But there’s a morning

Where all the stars get faded

But still one shines brightly in the sky.

At night when the moon is top of the sky
Seems like it shines....

But it reflects the shine of the brightest star
So, if it comes to shine

No one can stop you to shine

Maybe sometimes there will be a different
pattern of shine....

But you will shine all your life

Don’t be afraid of the eclipse

Because after that there is a beautiful gleam...

@
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An Essay on Equality

Dr. Dibyajyoti Ghosh
Assistant Professor of English

The idea of equality and equal rights
has changed throughout the ages.
Protesters have pointed out that rights
deemed equal somehow or the other
leave a gap through which some group
or the other finds itself disenfranchised of
some rights. As a brief survey of the most
major documents proclaiming rights will
show, the idea of equality keeps changing.
What these documents do not claim is that
inequality is a fact of life beginning from
birth. Instead of explicitly trying to create
a state of equality, which try as one might,
can never be achieved 100%, a method
of acknowledging inequality and then
trying to ameliorate it by positive
discrimination or affirmative action should
be adopted, as it is in various countries
across the world.

The earliest human writings are from
roughly 5000 years back. The earliest
human rights’ documents are from the
Mesopotamian civilisation from roughly
4000 years back. Thus, as long as people
have written, people have roughly written
about equality. Yet, history shows that
there is always some other right to strive
for. Among documents which have had a
major impact on modern human rights’
documents, one may mention England’s
1215 Magna Carta which proclaimed: ‘“To
no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse
or delay, right or justice’ (Clause 40). The
‘one’ in this line and in the document
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referred to ‘freemen’, a term which excluded
slaves and women.

The 1776 Unanimous Declaration of the
Thirteen United States of America in its
preamble stated ‘We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men [italicisation
mine] are created equal’.

The 1789 French ‘Declaration of the
Rights of Man [italicisation mine] and of
the Citizen’ claimed ‘Men [italicisation
mine] are born and remain free and equal
in rights. Social distinctions may be based
only on considerations of the common
good’ (Article 1). This provoked Mary
Wollstonecraft to write the 1792 A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman
signalling that the agitating group had left
out half of the human population.

The 1948 United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights began:
‘recognition of the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace
in the world’.

The Indian constitution adopted on 26
January 1950 mentioned ‘equality of status
and opportunity’.

The 1848 Communist Manifesto,
though not a document of human rights,
recorded and ‘the “dangerous class”,
[lumpenproletariat] the social scum, that
passively rotting mass thrown off by the
lowest layers of the old society, may, here
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and there, be swept into the movement by
a proletarian revolution; its conditions of
life, however, prepare it far more for the
part of a bribed tool of reactionary intrigue.’
In other words, it drew attention to the fact
that human rights’ activists had not secured
much rights for ‘the “dangerous class”,
[lumpenproletariat] the social scum, that
passively rotting mass’.

Ferdinand Lassalle, in 1862, said: ‘The
constitutional questions are in the first
instance not questions of right but
questions of might. The actual constitution
of a country has its existence only in the
actual condition of force which exists in
the country: hence political constitutions
have value and permanence only when
they accurately express those conditions
of forces which exist in practice within a
society.’ He also drew attention to the wide
disparities between de jure rights and de
facto rights.

In the 1936 B.R. Ambedkar versus MK
Gandhi debates following the publication
of Ambedkar’s Annihilation of Caste,
Ambedkar pointed out that ‘the Mahatma
says that the standards | have applied to
test Hindus and Hinduism are too severe
and that judged by those standards every
known living faith will probably fail. The
complaint that my standards are high may
be true. But the question is not whether
they are high or whether they are low. The
question is whether they are the right
standards to apply. A People and their
Religion must be judged by social
standards based on social ethics. No other
standard would have any meaning if
religion is held to be a necessary good

for the well-being of the people. Now |
maintain that the standards | have applied
to test Hindus and Hinduism are the most
appropriate standards and that | know of
none that are better. The conclusion that
every known religion would fail if tested
by my standards may be true. But this fact
should not give the Mahatma as the
champion of Hindus and Hinduism a
ground for comfort any more than the
existence of one madman should give
comfort to another madman or the
existence of one criminal should give
comfort to another criminal.” Ambedkar’s
politics was instrumental in creating the
positive discrimination system in electoral,
educational and employment opportunities
in the government sector in modern India.

The concept of positive discrimination
or affirmative action acknowledges that
unlike what the 1776 American Declaration
or the 1789 French Declaration state,
equality is not ensured at birth. People
(men, women and intersex people) are
born in a specific geography, in a specific
family with some or no religious affiliation,
some or no sub-community identifiers
such as caste or tribal identity, speaking
one or many languages (including non-
vocal languages such as sign languages),
having certain physical characteristics
including the presence or absence of
some senses or organs, with a set of
neurological characteristics which may or
may not be as diversely spread as in the
rest of the population, and in a family with
its own unique economic position. Thus,
people are as far removed from equality
at birth as is possible the stretch of
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imagination. How to ensure the 1948 ‘equal
rights’ of the UN Declaration so as to
achieve ‘equality of status and opportunity’
as envisaged in the Indian Constitution?

My readers must have read about some
or all of these rights in their school history
or civics or philosophy text books. As we
grow older, we realise that equality or
opportunity can never be ensured. The
inequalities with which we are born at birth
and the inequalities we accrue as we keep
growing ensure that opportunities are
never perfectly equal. Imagine two lines
which are at just more than 0.1 degrees
from each other. They make look similar
and parallel but the longer one keeps
drawing them, the more apparent it will
be that the two are not parallel but are
rather divergent.

Think of identical twins. Their genes
may share a high degree of similarity but
with some differences. However, as they
keep growing older, their epigenes keep
changing differently based on their
different lifestyles. If we start off with an
inequality, however small, over time, those
inequalities will only increase.

Given that inequality exists, how best
to make the world a fairer place for a larger
section of the world’s inhabitants? Positive
discrimination is one way. In India, positive
discrimination is geared towards providing
better electoral, education and
employment opportunities in the
government sector for populations which
may be subject to negative discrimination.
The point is to increase income-
generating abilities and to have a fairer
share in legislation. However, once
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income-generating abilities have been
provided and the beneficiaries attain a
level of income above the minimum wage,
the positive discrimination system in
education or employment for the
descendants of those beneficiaries does
not always end. Positive discrimination is
not always linked with income (though in
some cases, such as in the case of OBCs,
it is). Amove to introduce such a check is
under debate in the judiciary and in the
legislature. In the public education sector,
an implicit check is already there in the
form that even those who apply for positive
discrimination in competitive entrance
exams are denied that positive
discrimination if their marks are already
eligible for admission even without the
added positive discrimination. Given that
the government sector itself is only a
minuscule portion (2%) of the employment
sector and is increasingly overshadowed
by the private sector in education, it is not
the only forum for ensuring a fairer place
for previously negatively discriminated
against populations.

The recent changes in affirmative
action in the USA present an interesting
counterpoint. Beginning from the late
1980s onwards, Indian software engineers
started to migrate in large numbers to the
developed world, and a large portion of
such professionals went to the next largest
country by population size, the USA. Such
professionals, one may argue,
represented those who had managed to
reach higher levels of education despite
their challenges or because of their
privileges over their compatriots. When
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they reached the USA, their children, too,
often tried to live up to the high academic
standards of their parents and their fellow
immigrants from India. (The USA national
spelling bee competition is a good example
of this trend. Whereas there were a few
winners of Indian origin in the 1980s and
the 1990s, there hasn’t been a winner of
any other ethnicity since 2008). Chinese
students often also followed a similar
trajectory but their comparatively lesser
grasp of the English language left the field
for people of Indian ethnicity to find better
opportunities in the USA. The top-ranked
universities in the world, many of which
are in the USA, often found that their
incoming students were roughly 50% of
Asian ethnicity (given that India and China
have 35% of the world’s population and
the other Asian countries have another
25%, it is not surprising). In order to ensure
greater representation of other previously
legally discriminated against populations
such as Black and Latino, affirmative
action in the USA set down limits for
incoming students of certain ethnicities.
This reduced the number of incoming
students from Asian backgrounds, who
went to court arguing that it was
discriminatory against them. The court
ruled in their favour for the time being in
2023. This case study highlighted several
issues. One, that discrimination exists in
several layers and is highly contextual.
Thus, affirmative action should also take
into account the existing status of the
intended beneficiary and not go by
historical precedent alone.

Other than through such positive
discrimination, what are the other ways?
One way perhaps is to acknowledge that
inequality exists. The 1973 tennis match
between Billie Jean King and a sexist
Bobby Riggs, which was dubbed as one
among many ‘Battle of the Sexes’ did little
to address the core issue of gender
inequality. In competitive sports where
physical prowess is a factor, men and
women compete separately. In sports such
as wrestling, weight lifting and boxing,
even for each sex, there are categories
for a range of weights in order to ensure
that physical strengths of the competitors
are not vastly different. It bears to mention
here that in several sports where physical
prowess is a factor, hormonal and
chromosomal factors often work against
some people who identify as women. The
standard response of sports bodies is to
ban those sportspersons. Instead, these
sports bodies could create sub-categories
for women at the higher end of the weight
scale or for men at the lower end of the
weight scale or any such similar proposal
to ensure greater participation but also be
less unfair in the process.

This brings in the question of empathy.
What is empathy? Empathy may be
putting oneself in the proverbial shoes of
another person to feel what that person
feels. It is only when one acknowledges
the other person as being as much worthy
of respect as oneself can one be
empathetic.

Inequality exists among men and
women and intersex people, people of
different religions, race, caste, geography,
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class, language, physical ability, and
intellectual ability. Rather than striving for
equality of treatment which leads to not
acknowledging the inequality and doing
nothing by way of positive discrimination,
one approach of dealing with inequality
suggests first acknowledging inequality,
then finding means of positive
discrimination and finally developing the
capacity to empathise with others, none
of whom are our equal.

Returning to de jure and de facto rights
and treatment of inequality, two factors
become clear. Rights proportional to
population is a path bestrewn with danger.
In India, there is an ongoing political
debate about rights proportional to caste
populations. This ignores the logic that if
one were to extend that to religion or
language or any other aspect, it would be
highly politically unpalatable. Thus,
reducing inequality is not always best
achieved through political means.
Empathy lies at the core of reducing
inequality. As the history of human writing
tells us, empathy ebbs and flows and
garners enough public support to achieve
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some kind of reduction of inequality only
at certain points of time inhistory. A host of
factors allow that moment of radical
change. De jure rights often lose their de
facto prevalence owing to a loss of
empathy. Human beings are not automata
and are subject to emotions. As long as
society exists, inequality will persist
because of factors beyond the control of
any system. The point is to continually
strive to reduce inequality by allowing
empathy to develop within us. Rights are
not given, they are seized; but rights are
maintained not by State control but rather
by empathy. If one were to look at various
societies across the world, one would
realise that various kinds of empathy in
different degrees exist in society going
beyond juridical laws. The answer to
inequality is within us, rather than out there
in the world. How best to bring it about
requires educating ourselves about
empathy and learning to see the various
inequalities that exist around us. Learning
to know and learning to see are more
important than political struggles.
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The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (‘WPA)
defines a zoo as an establishment where
animals are kept for exhibition for the public
but does not include a licensed dealer in
captive animals. Section 38A-H of the Act
provides for establishing the Central Zoo
Authority (‘CZN’). C2N is the nodal body that
recognizes, regulates and provides guidelines
for other zoos. It lays down guidelines for cage
size, vet care facilities, minimum standards for
captivity, exchange and loaning of animals, etc.
Further, section 38C(e) provides that CZN
shall co-ordinate the acquisition, exchange
and loaning of animals for breeding purposes.
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
(‘PCA), further prohibits the infliction of
unnecessary pain or suffering on animals.
India is also a party to CITES since 1976, which
prohibits the exploitation of animals.

The earliest recorded zoological collections
associate with cheetah that are currently
extinct in India. Emperor Ashoka in third
‘ century B.C. respected the ashrams of saints
that always had deer and birds. Menageries
were the places meant for the collection of
animals in earlier periods. The Mughal
emperors decorated their gardens with their
private zoos and hired artists to paint many
subjects including plants and animals. In
colonial period the ruling kings of various
princely states of India went for establishing
zoos in their own states.

Here we mention few of the Indian zoos
established in the nineteenth century.

Thiruvananthapuram Zoo :

Thiruvananthapuram Zoo is one of the large
zoos of the country and located in the temple
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Dr. Pallab Ray
Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology

city of Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The Zoo
is spread over about 55 acres of land and was
founded by Swati Tirunal Rama Varma, the
ruler of Travancore. He was the visionary
behind the Zoo and the Museum. A committee
was formed in 1855 with the Maharaja of
Travancore, General Cullen as President,
Elaya Raja as Vice President, Mr. Allen Brown
as Secretary of the Committee and the Director
of the Museum. Finally, in 1857, the Museum
was opened to the public. However, the
Museum itself would not be able to attract
crowds and increase football. Hence, a Zoo
and a park started in 1859.

Sakkarbaug Zoological Garden, Junagadh :

Founded in the year 1863 by the Nawab The
Mohabat Khanji Babi-Il of Junagadh state,
Sakkarbaug Zoological Garden is spread
across an area of 210 acres. The aim behind
establishing this zoo was to save the Asiatic
Lion from extinction. Over the years, this
zoological garden has not only played a
significant role in the conservation of several
species but has also become an integral part
of the tourism in Junagadh, Gujarat.

Jaipur Zoo or, Nahargarh Zoological Park :

The Jaipur zoological garden was built by
Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh in the year 1868
as an enlargement of the Ram Niwas Garden.
The Jaipur Zoo is spread across a total area
of 35 acres. The zoological garden has always
remained an attraction among children and
young ones. The Zoological Garden was
opened to the publicin 1877. It features among
the oldest zoos of India. In 1999, a ‘ghariyal’
(crocodile) breeding farm was also set up here.
Currently, this farm is the biggest ghariyal farm
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in the entire country. Jaipur Zoo is also home
to a beautiful museum which exhibits the
regional wildlife indigenous to Rajasthan.

Udaipur Zoo or, Gulab Bagh Zoo :

Built in the year 1878 during the reign of
Maharaja Sajjan Singh, Gulab Bagh is home
to exquisite and history of Mewar dynasty. This
garden was also known as the Sajjan Niwas
Garden. It spans across 66 acres of land. The
zoo in this garden stands fourth in the list of
the oldest zoos in the sub-continent. The
garden has a great significance in Indian
medicine.

Baroda Zoo or, Sayaji Baug Zoo :

The Inspiration of a Zoo in Baroda came from
H.H. Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad Il —a Great
Visionary Ruler of Baroda. It was way back in
1875 when a tract of land on the bank of river
Vishwamitri, on the outskirts of the city was
chosen by the Maharaja to develop a vast
garden and a zoo. This is the largest public
garden in the western part of the country,
sprawled over 113 acres. The Maharaja
donated his own private collection of Indian
and Exotic Animals to the Zoo, and on 8th
January 1879, the park was declared open to
the public.

Mysuru Zoo or, Sri Chamarajendra
Zoological Gardens :

The zoological gardens in Mysore were set up
by Maharaja Chamaraja Wodeyar who is
acclaimed as one of the architects of modern
Mysore. The Zoological Garden was carved
out of a portion of the Summer Palace also
known as the Pleasure Palace, which was in
the eastern part of the city. The zoo was called
Palace Zoo and was inaugurated in 1892. In
the beginning the zoo was developed on 10
acres of the Summer Palace. The Maharaja
hired Mr. G.H. Krumbeigal a German
landscaper and horticulturist to set up the zoo.
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As the Maharaja was an animal lover he took
special care to ensure that all the enclosures
for the animals were spacious and aesthetically
built. The enclosures are in use till this day.
The Maharaja appointed Mr. Huge an
Australian as the Zoo Superintendent.

The Thrissur Zoological Park :

The Thrissur Zoo and State Museum was
established in 1885. It is located in
Chembukkavu, at the heart of Thrissur City,
Kerala. Situated in 13.5 acres of land. The zoo
and museum collectively offer a rich blend of
natural beauty, historical significance, and
educational value, making it a prime destination
for locals as well as tourists visiting Thrissur.
The Thrissur Zoo and State Museum began
its journey in 1885, offering a small collection
of animals and historical artefacts. Over the
years, it has grown significantly, now housing
a diverse array of animal and bird species, as
well as a wide range of historic pieces like
swords, antique jewellery, and rocks. The zoo
compound includes a Zoological Garden,
Botanical Garden, Art Museum, and Natural
History Museum. The Natural History Museum,
established in 1964, provides an in-depth look
into the natural habitats of various species, with
notable contributions from famous ornithologist
Dr. Salim Ali.

Kolkata Zoo or, Alipore Zoological Garden
:The history of Alipore Zoo Garden dates back
to as early as 1842 when the curator of Bengal
Asiatic Society, Dr. John McCleland came up
with a plan for the establishment of the
zoological garden in Calcutta. However, this did
not materialize and was followed by the plan
of Dr. Joseph Bart Fayrer (the president of
Asiatic Society of Bengal) in 1867. This plan
drew great public attention but failed due to
lack of space. For the same reason the plan of
Carl Louise Schwendler, the postmaster to the
Govt. of India failed in 1873. At last, in 1875
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took the initiative. The land on Alipore Road
was chosen, approved and a managing
committee of 5 members was set up. The first
meeting of the management committee was
held on 10th December, 1875 and after
deciding the rate of the admission fees, the
committee opened the gate for public on 1st
May, 1876 with an area over 45 acres of land.

Chennai Zoo or, Arignar Anna Zoological
Park :

The history of Chennai Zoo, formerly known
as Madras Zoo dates back to the year 1855.
The idea of a collection of animals and
maintaining them in one place was mooted by
Dr. Edward Belford. He was then director of
the Government Central Museum at Madras,
persuaded the Nawab of the Carnatic to
donate his entire animal collection to the
museum. Mr. Balfour started the Zoo on the
museum premises and a year later it had over
300 animals, including different significant
species. Later the Onus of managing the
Madras Zoo was transferred to Madras
Corporation and got shifted to People’s Park
near Chennai Central Railway station at Park
94 Townin 1861. The zoological garden occupied
one end of the 116 acres park.

Veer Jijamata Udyan, or the Rani Baug in
Byculla, Mumbai :
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Spread across an impressive ~60 acres, the
Veer Jijamata Udyan, or the Rani Baug in
Byculla, Mumbai. Established in 1861, the Veer
Jijamata Udyan was initially just a botanical
garden named Victoria Gardens or Ranichi
Baug (Queen’s Garden in Marathi). The zoo
was added to the gardens around 30 years
later in 1890. The entire complex comprising
the Byculla Zoo plus the botanical gardens was
renamed Veer Mata Jijabai Bhonsale Park as
a tribute to the revered mother of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

Today, zoos are meant to entertain and educate
the public but have a strong emphasis on
scientific research and species conservation.
There is a trend toward giving animals more
space and recreating natural habitats. Zoos are
usually regulated and inspected by the
government. Some critics and many animal
rights activists argue that animals in zoos are
treated as sneak shots rather than creatures
and often suffer from a free transition from wild
to captivity. However, as wildlife imports are
being regulated by organisations such as
CITES and national law, zoos are beginning to
maintain populations through captive breeding.
This change began around the 1970s. Since
then, many collaborations have emerged in the
form of breeding programs for both common
and endangered species.
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Reflections on Why and How the

Best Teachers are the ‘Best’ ?

Dr. Priyatosh Dutta
Teacher-in-Charge, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry

[“Be True to Yourself and Do Your Best”.
Not everyone will understand you. Not
everyone will appreciate you. Not
everyone will embrace you. Do not change
for them. Just smile at them, and move
along.]

Who are the Best Teachers?
Simply and primarily, who have a
sustained influence on their students and
can touch the lives of their students. Who
can? Those
A) who do not believe in Two Myths :

(i) “Great teachers are Born, not
made”

(i) “Intelligence is fixed rather than
expandable with hard work.”
B) who can make their students feel like...
The teacher offered a window to the world,
classes were more of adventures, | can
try to understand ideas and can think
through problems better now.
C) who can Conceive of Teaching as
fostering learning, understanding their
students, understanding the nature and
processes of learning better.
D) who Ask Themselves
What do | mean by learning? How can |
foster it?
How can my students and | best
understand and recognize its progress
(and setbacks)?
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How can | know whether my efforts help or
hurt?

E) who recognise

“Good teaching is NOT just a matter of
technique”. There is always something
new to learn — not so much about teaching
techniques but about these particular
students at this particular time and their
particular sets of aspirations, confusions,
misconceptions, and ignorance.

F) who are ready to agree

When the class is over, they quickly forget
much of what they have “learned”. they
are often unable to link that knowledge to
real-world situations or problem-solving
contexts? Because, You rely on “plug and
chug” exercises that have little connection
with the real world?

G) who believe the following two
Hypothesis to be False “Any expertin the
field would become an outstanding
educator.”

The experts just need more time to
become better teachers.”

H) who realize that Three other kinds of
knowledge at play :

1. keen sense of the histories of their
disciplines, including the controversies
(“think of their own thinking”,
metacognition).

2. To understand students’ mental model
and the emotional baggage attached to
them.
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3. Knowledge to grasp how other people
might learn (distinguish between
foundational concepts and elaborations,
simplify & clarify complex topics, tell the
right story).

I) who can differentiate between
“Giving space/time (to construct ideas)’
vs. “covering material”.

Short-term memorization vs. long tern
knowledge structure.

Memorising parts vs. “interconnected
structure”.

Absorbing information vs. understanding.

Transmitting vs. “think, analyse,
synthesise”.
J) who know a simple equation for an
Answer (A)

write down the largest question (Q) that
the course would address.

list the questions (q,) that one would need
to explore to address the larger issue. Q

=2 q

What information (1), knowledge (K),
mathematical tool (M), reasoning (R)
ability they need to answer gs.

(q+I+K+M+R=Q - A)

In summary, the Best Teachers are those
who ponder on some interesting Things
to Do in their Lectures

A. Structuring the process

B. Improving students’ notes

C. Using hand-outs

D. Structuring and summarising
content

E. Linking lectures

F. Active learning during lectures

In Conclusion

“the necessary knowledge alone can’t
account for their teaching success.”
Feynman on himself, dares to talk on
“when my teaching fails”.

Kind words are quite precious and cost
nothing; Praise people. Do it publicly and
often.

To remember, everyone needs
appreciation, acceptance and more
encouragement.
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: A Game Changer for

Artificial Intelligence
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College Graduates and Their Employability

Dr. Dipra Bhattacharya
President, Governing Body

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has long been a
fascinating concept, confined to science fiction
novels and futuristic movies. However, in
recent years, Al has become an integral part
of our daily lives, influencing industries,
economics, and even societal structures. The
advent of Al technology is ushering in a new
era of transformation, creating opportunities
and challenges in nearly every sector. College
students pursuing graduation today are poised
to experience the most profound effects of this
revolution. As Al continues to evolve, it is not
only reshaping industries but also offering new
career paths that will shapethe workforce of
tomorrow. While these opportunities are
exciting, there are also necessary precautions
and preparations that students must consider
to navigate this rapidly changing landscape
successfully.

The Rise of Artificial Intelligence

Al'is no longer a buzzword; it is a reality that is
transforming how we work, learn,
communicate, and entertain ourselves.
Industries such as engineering, healthcare,
commerce, finance, retail, transportation, and
manufacturing are being reshaped by Al. In
healthcare, Al-powered diagnostic tools can
analyze medical image with remarkable
accuracy, while in finance; algorithms can
predict stock market trends and automate
trading. In retail, chatbots are enhancing
customer service, and self-driving cars are
revolutionizing the transportation sector. The
growing use of Al is in accelerating productivity,
reducing costs, and improving efficiency in all

- T DROIS

these fields, which we will try to discuss in this
article.

The Good Side of Al : The Opportunities
1. Increased Efficiency

Today, Al can analyze medical images
faster and more accurately than a radiologist,
which can lead to quicker diagnoses and better
patient outcomes. In business, Al can automate
repetitive tasks, allowing you to focus on more
strategic and creative work.
2. Job Creation in New Fields

Computer science students can build Al
models, while a business student might focus
on how Al can be integrated into business
strategies.
3. Improved Personalization

Streaming platforms like Nefflix use Al to
recommend movies based on your viewing
history, while e-commerce sites like Amazon
suggest products based on your previous
purchases.
4. Innovation

From predicting climate change patterns
to creating Al-driven drugs, learning about Al
can position you at the cutting edge of
groundbreaking innovations.

The Bad Side of Al : The Challenges
1. Job Displacement

Customer service roles and manual labor
jobs are increasingly being replaced by Al-
powered chatbots and robots.
2. Bias and Inequality

Al is only as good as the data it is trained
on. If the data is biased, the Al will also be
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biased. For instance, Al systems used in hiring
might favour candidates based on historical
data that reflects systemic biases, resulting in
discrimination.
3. Over-reliance on Al

In the legal field, an Al system might
suggest a verdict based on data, but human
oversight is crucial to ensure that the decision
aligns with ethical and legal standards.
4. Security Risks

Imagine a scenario where an Al-powered
car is hacked, causing it to behave erratically.
With Al becoming so integrated into everything
from banking systems to personal assistants,
cybersecurity will be critical to protect sensitive
data and prevent potential disasters.

Why You Should Learn Al

In today’s fast-paced world, staying relevant
in the job market is more challenging than ever.
Industries are evolving rapidly, and one of the
most significant drivers of this change is Al.
The question isn’t whether Al will impact your
career—it already is. The real question is
whether you will use Al to your advantage or
get left behind as it becomes an integral part
of your field.

How College Students Will Benefit from Al
As Al technologies continue to advance, they
will have a profound impact on the career
prospects of college students. These
technologies are not just for computer
scientists and engineers; Al is affecting almost
every field of study. Graduates from various
disciplines can benefit in the following ways :
1. Improved Learning and Research : Al
tools like research assistants and natural
language processing help students gather
information and analyze data more efficiently.
Adaptive learning platforms personalize
educationby assessing strengths and
weaknesses and delivering tailored content.

2. New Career Paths : Al is creating diverse
career opportunities beyond tech. Business
students can focus on Al-driven decision-
making, healthcare students on Al diagnostics,
and arts students can explore digital media and
creative fields like generative art. Al is merging
with fields such as neuroscience and
environmental science, leading to
interdisciplinary careers like Al ethics officers
and machine learning engineers.

3. Entrepreneurship : Al empowers
students with entrepreneurial aspirations to
create start-ups and digital products, even
without deep technical knowledge. They can
focus on market needs and business
strategies, collaborating with experts to
develop Al solutions.

Guiding Blocks to Go Forward

1. Continuous Learning : Al is evolving
rapidly, so students must stay updated through
online courses, certifications, and workshops
to develop relevant skills.

2. Ethical Awareness : Students must
understand the ethical implications of Al,
including privacy, bias, and accountability, to
address these challenges in the workforce.
3. Soft Skills : While technical skills are
essential, soft skills like communication,
collaboration, and problem-solving will remain
important in the Al-driven job market.

4. Cybersecurity Awareness : As Al
systems become more widespread, students
must be aware of cybersecurity risks and
understand how to protect Al systems,
particularly in sensitive fields like finance and
healthcare.

Why Al Matters for Students - How it is
Reshaping Your Subject Streams
Commerce & Accountancy :

The traditional landscape of commerce is
changing. Roles in accountancy, finance, and
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economics are evolving as businesses
increasingly turn to Al to enhance operations.
For commerce students, by gaining Al-related
skills, students can become more attractive
candidates in a competitive job market,
providing them with the expertise needed to
thrive in roles that involve complex financial
analysis, economic forecasting, auditing, and
more.

Automated Bookkeeping and Data
Entry : Tools like QuickBooks and Xero
already use Al to automate much of the
bookkeeping process. Al can analyze invoices,
receipts, and other financial documents,
recognizing patterns and making real-time
updates to the company’s books. This reduce
human error and saves accountants’ hours of
manual work.

Al in Auditing : Al-driven systems can
analyze massive amounts of financial data,
identify anomalies, and flag irregularities in
real-time. This not only increases the accuracy
of audits but also enhances their speed.

Fraud Detection and Prevention : Al
can help accountants detect fraudulent
activities by analyzing transactions for
suspicious patterns. This is particularly
valuable for auditors and forensic accountants
who specialize in fraud investigations.

Finance

Algorithmic Trading : Al-driven systems
analyze historical market data to identify trends
and predict future price movements. These
systems can execute trades in real-time,
optimizing portfolio management and reducing
human bias.

Risk Management : Al models can
predict potential risks such as economic
downturns, shifts in market sentiment, or
changes in interest rates. This gives financial
analysts and investment managers the tools
to make more informed decisions.
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Fraud Prevention and Credit Scoring :
Financial institutions use Al to detect fraud by
monitoring transactions for irregularities and
unusual spending behavior. Al-driven credit
scoring models also analyze borrowers’
financial histories and predict their likelihood
of repaying loans, providing a more accurate
and efficient alternative to traditional credit
scoring methods.

Economics

Economic Forecasting : Al can help
economists predict economic trends more
accurately by analyzing historical data, market
behavior, and external factors such as political
events.

Policy Optimization : By simulating
different scenarios, Al can model the impact
of policy changes on various economic factors,
such as tax rates, government spending, or
trade policies.

Labor Market Analysis : Al can also be
used to analyze labor market trends, helping
economists and businesses understand the
impact of automation on employment, the
demand for certain skill sets, and the shifting
dynamics of industries.

Pure Science (Physics,
Mathematics) :

Al is advancing all these fields by enabling
faster analysis, deeper insights, and innovative
discoveries.

Automated Data Analysis : Al analyzes
complex datasets quickly and accurately, aiding
in fields like physics, chemistry and
mathematics.

Simulation & Modeling : Al improves
simulations, such as modeling quantum
mechanics or predicting molecular behavior in
chemistry.

Accelerating Discoveries : Al speeds up
scientific discoveries by processing large

Chemistry,
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datasets, helping identify new materials or
predict chemical reactions.
Bio-Science:

Personalized Medicine : Al tailors
medical treatments to individuals based on
genetic data and medical history.

Drug Discovery : Al accelerates the
identification of promising drug compounds,
optimizing the development of new treatments.

Genomic Research : Al decodes genetic
data, aiding in the identification of disease
markers and improving gene therapies.

Biological Modeling : Al simulates
complex biological systems, enhancing
understanding of diseases and therapeutic
targets.

Humanities :

Natural Language Processing (NLP) :
Al analyzes text to detect patterns, sentiment
and generate new content, aiding literary and
linguistic research.

Historical Data Analysis : Al processes
historical records to uncover new insights and
discoveries.

Social Sciences : Al analyzes social
trends, behaviors, and public opinion, providing
‘ insights for research and policy.
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Ethics & Philosophy : Al helps explore
new ethical frameworks and societal impacts
of technology, especially in areas like Al ethics
and future work.

How Can Students Get Started with Al?

1. Take introductory Al courses

2. Take Data Science courses related to your
course stream

3. Learn Al Tools for your field

4. Tryto work / intern on Al-Driven projects
5. Stay updated on Al trends especially on
Al Ethics

Conclusion : Be Proactive, Not Reactive
Al is here to stay, and its influence will only
continue to grow. As a college student, it’s in
your best interest to learn about Al now to stay
ahead of market trends before Al takes over
you. Embrace the opportunities Al brings, but
also be mindful of the challenges it presents.
By learning Al, understanding its ethical
implications, and staying adaptable, you'll be
well-equipped to succeed in the Al-powered
world of tomorrow. After all, the future of work
is not about competing with machines—it’s
about collaborating with them to unlock new
potential.
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