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History: Understanding the Past, Shaping the
Future

Larka Biswas

Sem 4, Department of History

History is more than a record of dates and events—it is the story of humanity’s journey through
time. It helps us understand how civilizations developed, how cultures evolved, and how the
decisions of the past continue to influence the world we live in today. From ancient civilizations
to modern nations, history teaches us about the achievements, struggles, and sacrifices of
people who shaped society. It reminds us of the importance of freedom, justice, equality, and
unity. By studying historical events, we gain valuable lessons that help us avoid past mistakes
and build a better future.

India has a rich and diverse history, stretching from the ancient civilizations of the Indus
Valley to the freedom movement led by great leaders who dreamed of an independent nation.
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The courage and determination of countless individuals continue to inspire every generation to
serve the country with honesty and dedication. For students, history is not only an academic
subject but also a source of inspiration. It develops critical thinking, encourages curiosity, and
helps us understand the connections between past and present. Every monument, document,
and historical site tells a story waiting to be explored.

As we move toward a rapidly changing future, preserving our historical heritage
becomes our shared responsibility. By respecting our traditions, protecting historical
monuments, and learning from the experiences of those who came before us, we ensure that
history remains a guiding light for generations to come. History is not just about remembering
the past—it is about understanding our identity, appreciating our heritage, and creating a
brighter future with the wisdom gained from those who came before us.

"History is the historian's experience; it is made by nobody save the historian; to write
history is the only way of making it."
Michael Oakeshott
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Mystery behind Egypt's Pyramids

Md. Zaid

Sem 6, Department of History

The Great Pyramid of Giza is one of the most remarkable engineering achievements in human
history. It was built around 25802560 BCE during the reign of the Egyptian Pharaoh Khufu.
Archaeologists agree that the pyramid was built by skilled Egyptian workers, not by aliens or
any lost civilization. However, the exact methods used in its construction are still not fully
understood. The Great Pyramid is made of about 2.3 million stone blocks, each weighing
between 2 and 15 tons, while some granite blocks weigh over 50 tons. These stones were cut
from quarries, transported over long distances, and placed with extraordinary precision. Even
today, historians continue to debate how this was accomplished using the simple tools available
at the time.

The Giza pyramid complex seen from the south.
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Several theories have been proposed. The straight ramp theory suggests that workers
pulled the stone blocks up a large earthen ramp. Another idea, the spiral ramp theory, argues
that a ramp wound around the outside of the pyramid as it was built. A third theory proposes
that an internal ramp was constructed inside the pyramid itself. Some researchers also believe
that wooden levers were used to lift and position the heavy stones. Archaeological discoveries
have shown that thousands of organized workers, including skilled craftsmen and labourers,
lived in nearby workers' villages. Evidence also suggests that stones were transported on
sledges over wet sand, reducing friction and making the heavy loads easier to move. Although
many aspects of pyramid construction are now better understood, no ancient document explains
the complete building process. For this reason, the exact techniques used remain one of
history's greatest mysteries.

In conclusion, the pyramids demonstrate the advanced engineering, planning, and
organizational skills of ancient Egypt. While historians know who built them and
approximately when they were built, the precise methods used to achieve such extraordinary
accuracy continue to be studied and debated.
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By Abhishek Das

Alumnus, Department of History
(Batch: 2022—-2025)

very student remembers a few teachers long after the syllabus is forgotten. They are
remembered not because they taught the most chapters or conducted the most classes,
but because they quietly changed the way their students looked at a subject. For many of us in
the History Department, Professor Selina Jahan is one such teacher.

During our undergraduate years, Ma’am introduced us to Ancient, Medieval and Modern
Indian History across different semesters. Each paper came with its own challenges—new
concepts, unfamiliar debates and a vast amount of reading. Yet her classes never made history
seem distant or intimidating. With patience and clarity, she would break down a complicated
topic into smaller ideas, allowing us to understand not only what had happened in the past but
also why it mattered.

One of the qualities that distinguished her teaching was her sense of balance. History is often
surrounded by strong opinions, but Ma’am reminded us that the task of a student of history is
neither to celebrate nor to condemn the past without reflection. She encouraged us to examine
evidence, consider different interpretations and appreciate the complexity of historical events. In
doing so, she taught us a habit that is perhaps more valuable than any individual lesson—the habit
of thinking before reaching a conclusion.

The memories we carry of our teachers are not limited to classrooms alone. Our departmental
excursion remains one of the happiest chapters of our college life. Although Ma’am was engaged
with another group during our visit to the Indian Museum, we were fortunate to spend time
together later at the Victoria Memorial with Milan Sir, Kakali Ma’am and our juniors. Those
conversations, shared laughter and simple moments of togetherness now seem as meaningful as
the lectures themselves. They remind us that education is built as much through human
connections as through textbooks.

Now that our undergraduate journey has finally reached its destination, it becomes easier to
recognise how much Professor Selina Jahan has contributed to our understanding of history. She did
more than explain historical events; she encouraged us to approach the discipline with curiosity,
fairness and intellectual honesty. Those lessons cannot be measured by examination marks, yet they
remain among the most valuable things we have gained from our years in college.

Retirement marks the close of one chapter, but it also celebrates a lifetime of dedication. On behalf
of the students whose academic journeys have been shaped by her guidance, we offer our heartfelt
gratitude to Professor Selina Jahan. We wish her good health, peace and happiness in the years ahead.

History teaches us that every journey leaves behind a legacy. For us, Professor Selina Jahan’s
legacy will not be found only in lecture notes or classroom discussions, but in the way her students
continue to read, question and understand the past—with patience, balance and an open mind.

S - T

1 “A good teacher does not simply teach history;
{ they inspire students to understand it with
g reason, empathy and integrity.” -
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With gratitude,

An Alumnus of the Department of History =
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Alumni, (2022-2025) Department of History

A very students remembers a few teachers long after the syllabus is forgotten. They are
remembered not because they taught the most chapters or conducted the most classes, but
because they quietly changed the way their students looked at a subject. For many of us in the
History Department, Professor Selina Jahan is one such teacher. During our undergraduate
years, Ma'am introduced us to Ancient, Medieval and Modern Indian History across different
semesters. Each paper came with its own challenges—new concepts, unfamiliar debates and a
vast amount of reading. Yet her classes never made history seem distant or intimidating. With
patience and clarity, she would break down a complicated topic into smaller ideas, allowing us
to understand not only what had happened in the past but also why it mattered. One of the
qualities that distinguished her teaching was her sense of balance. History is often surrounded
by strong opinions, but Ma'am reminded us that the task of a student of history is neither to
celebrate nor to condemn the past without reflection. She encouraged us to examine evidence,
consider different interpretations and appreciate the complexity of historical events. In doing
so, she taught us a habit that is perhaps more valuable than any individual lesson—the habit of
thinking before reaching a conclusion.

The memories we carry of our teachers are not limited to classrooms alone. Our
departmental excursion remains one of the happiest chapters of our college life. Although
Ma'am was engaged with another group during our visit to the Indian Museum, we were
fortunate to spend time together later at the Victoria Memorial with Milan Sir, Kakali Ma'am
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and our juniors. Those conversations, shared laughter and simple moments of togetherness now
seem as me as the lectures themselves. They remind us that education is built as much through
human connections as through textbooks. Now that our undergraduate journey has finally
reached its destination, it becomes easier to recognise how much Professor Selina Jahan has
contributed to our understanding of history. She did more than explain historical events; she
encouraged us to approach the discipline with curiosity, fairness and intellectual honesty.
Those lessons cannot be measured by examination marks, yet they remain among the most
valuable things we have gained from our years in college.

Retirement marks the close of one chapter, but it also celebrates a lifetime of dedication.
On behalf of the students whose academic journeys have been shaped by her guidance, we
offer our heartfelt gratitude to Professor Selina Jahan. We wish her good health, peace and
happiness in the years ahead. History teaches us that every journey leaves behind a legacy. For
us, Professor Selina Jahan's legacy will not be found only in lecture notes or classroom
discussions, but in the way her students continue to read, question and understand the past—
with patience, balance and an open mind.

"A good teacher does not simply teach history;

they inspire students to understand it with
reason, empathy and integrity.”

“Great teachers emanate out of knowledge, passion and compassion.”

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
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Larka Biswas,
Sem 4, Department of History
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