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of the world in the mid-eighteenth century, was reduced to killing
fields, and the people of Bengal became paupers following the great loot
carried out by the British colonisers. Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay's
novel Anandamathgraphically displays the ugly consequences of the
British plunder. The irony of history, however, lies in the fact that the
new Bengal that emerged in the nineteenth century, asa result of the
English education, put an end to the stagnant Bengali society and
infused a new life. Various aspects of this historical X
popularly known as the Bengal Renaissance, are captured in this volume.
We hope that the readers of the twenty-first century will have a point
to ponder upon in this compilation.
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